
Math 

8th Grade Team 

 During the month of February, classes read an all time favorite: The Outsiders.  Lessons 

included making inferences, theme, analysis of literary elements such as allusion, and 

character development.   

Moving in to March, ELA classes will focus on close reading strategies and extended 

responses to texts. 

Greenwood Lake UFSD 

February 2017 

February was a busy month.  We finally had some winter weather; although the end of 

the month felt more like spring!  The seventh and eighth graders had a great time at 

the recent dance.  Warwick came to discuss scheduling options.  Students met with 

guidance to explore electives and graduation requirements.  Chester will be coming 

in March to schedule with their incoming 

freshmen.  Keep an eye on the GWL 

website for special events and  activities in 

8th grade! 

English Language Arts 

What’s Happening... 

The 8th grade math classes have been working on writing equations of lines given a 

slope and point, two points, and a chart.  They have also been solving systems graph-

ically, using substitution, and using elimination.   

In March we well be working on solving system word problems, real world applica-

tions of linear equations, scatter plots, and volume.    

The Algebra 1 class is working on a unit on solving quadratic equations using factoring, completing the square, 

and the quadratic formula.   



Classes explored World War I by analyzing propaganda and its impact 

on the war effort.  Lessons addressed events leading to the Great De-

pression including the stock market crash, bank failures, and the dust 

bowl.  Students celebrated Presidents’ Day by writing about their favor-

ite US President.  They also celebrated Black History month with discus-

sions on segregation and civil rights.  

Page 2 8th Grade Team 

During the month of February, classes have studied the parts of a wave 

and the electromagnetic spectrum.  Lessons included visible light, re-

flection/refraction, frequency, and pitch.  To wrap up the month, stu-

dents were introduced to magnets through hands-on activities and 

demonstrations.   

Living Environment continued their study of Human Body systems, concluding with reproduction and develop-

ment. We will begin our study of Genetics using Punnett squares and pedigree charts. Genetic disorders and 

how they are inherited will be discussed.  

Science 

Spanish 

Social Studies 

Despite all of the snow, we have been focusing on the unit, "What is your house like?" We have also contin-

ued to work on grammar concepts that have expanded our vocabulary and are helping us move forward in 

our writing abilities. As always, it is very important to review vocabulary from previous units as well as the 

current unit of study.  

In addition, we started a new novel called, "Brandon Brown quiere un perro" by Carol 

Gaab. So far, it seems like a great asset to our classroom! Reading in Spanish will im-

prove students' reading comprehension and fluency. This text in particular is written to 

support students' vocabulary and overall reading comprehension as it is very repeti-

tive in nature and filled with English-Spanish cognates! It is an excellent resource for 

us to be able to connect our learning from class to this text.   
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P.E. Update 
 

This month, classes wrapped up their unit on group dancing.  Over the past 

few weeks, students have enjoyed playing “No Man’s Land”; a team-

building game that incorporates  the foundations of dodge ball.   

PLTW 

The 8th Grade Art students have been focusing on Creative Color wheels and how to 

mix all of their secondary and tertiary colors.  They still have a couple more art classes 

to finish their work but look out for some amazing work. 

The chorus and band have been working through possible selections for the 

spring concert.  They will be attending the Music in the Parks competition at 

Dorney Park in Allentown, PA on June 2 2017.  Permission forms are due by 

Friday March 3rd. 

Congratulations to Mary Calandra and Tyler Leote for being accepted to par-

ticipate in the Orange County Jr. High Band Festival which takes place in 

April!   

Music and Band 

8th Grade is combining our new programming skills with the vex pieces to build and program robots to do 

different tasks. The first task is to create a spinning sign, task 2 is a drag race, task 3 is programming a traffic 

light, and task 4 is creating a working toll booth. In addition to these tasks, students will be learning Adobe 

Illustrator to draw custom designs on picture frames that will be laser engraved out.   

Art 

If you would like your 8th grader to have their baby photo included in the yearbook, please submit it to Mr. 

Ferry no later than March 31st. You can send in the actual photo or a digital version to cferry@gwlufsd.org 

Yearbook 
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